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R. R. Dr. MO Y LAN's 

SECOND REMONSTRANCE. 



DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN, 

W HEN to reprefs the difturbances that broke 
out laft year, it became neceffary for government 
to proclaim this county, in common with other 
parts of the kingdom, and to eftablilh military 
law therein; prompted by the tender intereft, 
which I mull at all times take, as well in your 
temporal, as your eternal welfare, I felt it my duty 
to admonilh and warn you againft the direful 
evils that riot and infubordination mull inevita- 
bly entail upon yourfelves and your poor families. 

I exhorted you to recolleft, and befought you 
to reduce to praftice, thofe principles of our holy 
Religion, which, from the mod powerful motives 
of confcience, injoin obedience to the laws, and 
refpeft for the conllituted authorities of the 
State. 1 cautioned you, and then , as it would 
feem, not without effe£l ; but now, alas! from 
the reftlefs aflivity of agitating incendiaries, the 
caution mull be again renewed, not to fuffer 
yourfelves to be duped by the artful infmuations 
of thofe defigning men, who are propagating the 
fpirit of fedition and irreligion amonglt you, only 
in the view of making you the deluded inllru- 
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merits of their diabolical fchemes, of fubverting 
all lawful authority, and plunging the nation into 
the horrors of a civil war. 

The levelling of all ranks, the abolition of 
diftinftion, the equal diftribution of property, and 
the total fubverfion of the happieft form of go- 
vernment, that the wifdom and experience of 
ages has devifed, are their now avowed obje£is< 
Upon thefe vifionary fpeculations, have the feeds 
of diffoyalty been fown and matured; in the 
attempt to realize them has originated that rebeU 
lion, which has at the fame time defolated and 
difgraced our native land. But the efforts of 
treafon were quickly baffled, and by the wife 
meafures of government, aided by the fpirited 
exertions of the loyal part of the community, it 
was in a fhort time put down. 

Short, however, as was the period of its dura- 
tion, what a deluge of woe has it not poured 
on the deluded wretches who have embarked 
in it ! — their houfes levelled to the ground— 
their little properties deftroyed — whole villages 
laid wafte — and upwards of thirty thoufand Irifh- 
men, in the vigor of health, cut off by the 
fword, and hurried into the other world with the 
guilt, in addition to their other offences, of rebel- 
lion, to be expiated and avenged. 

Numbers who efcaped from the field of battle, 
have been tried by martial law, and condemned. 

to 
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to that puniffiment which their crimes deferved : 
*— others who had equally forfeited their lives, the 
lenity of government has interpofed to preferve. 
The humanity of our Excellent Chief Governor, 
has interfered in behalf of the deluded infurgents, 
and proffered them forgivenefs on the terms of 
their returning to their duty and allegiance* Of 
the mercy thus held out to repentant guilt, many 
have availed themfelves, while the more hardened 
delinquents have formed themfelves into hordes 
of lawlefs banditti, whofe object and fyflem is to 
pillage and deflroy. Hence thofe atrocious mur- 
ders — hence thofe daily robberies, and that favage 
prafllce of houghing arid torturing the unoffend- 
ing brtite beafls, all which call loudly to Heaven 
for vengeance, on the inhuman iiaonflers by whom 
they are perpetrated. 

To check the further progrefs of thefe wide- 
fpreading evils — to prevent the further interrup- 
tion of free communication between the different 
parts of the kingdom, fo eflential to the interefls, 
nay, to the exiftence of its inhabitants — to proteft 
the loyal and peaceable, the induflrious and welt- 
difpofed, from the attacks of plunderers and a ffa fi- 
lms — to pluck up, if poffible, the lafl fibre of the 
poifonoiis plant of rebellion, the legislature has 
beert compelled to refort to a meafure of feveritjr 
and rigor, and which extreme neceffity can alone 
Juftify. By the Rebellion BUI martial law has for 
A a a time 
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a time become part of the ftatufe law of the land* 
You are thereby placed under the military power, 
and for any offence you commit, you are to be 
tried by~a court-martial ; if you do not conform to 
the regulations contained in the proclamation, they 
are inverted with full power to punifh yourdifobe- 
dience in fuch a "manner, as that it may operate as 
an example to deter others from fimilar praftices. 

But you are told by jacobin incendiaries, that 
the French are preparing a great armament to in- 
vade this kingdom, and that they mean to enrich 
the poor with the fpoils of the wealthy ; — an illu- 
fion, my dear Brethren! — for in the prefent cir- 
cumftances it is evidently out of their power to 
land any confiderable body of men in this king- 
dom. The Britifh navy, which maintains the un- 
difputed dominion of the feas, is ever on the 
watch, and would capture any fleet that (hould 
venture out of the enemy’s harbour. 

But fuppofing them by fome extraordinary acci- 
dent to efcape, what could any number of men 
they could land, effeft in a country defended by 
an army of one hundred and thirty thoufand well 
difciplined troops, afting under the impreflion,that 
their liberties, properties and religion, depended 
upon the Hfue of the conteft, and commanded by 
his Excellency, one of the ableft and moft expe- 
rienced Generals of the age. They might indeed 
difturb and ravage that part of the country, where 

they 
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they chance to land, and fome few of the defpe* 
rate outcafls of foeiety might probably flock to 
their ftandard: — but to what effeft? How would 
it end with them ? As it did laft year*either to be 
made prifoners or cut off by fuperior force, and the 
deluded wretches who joined them* would, as they 
deferved* incur the forfeiture of their properties 
and lives. But let us fuppofe what is morally im- 
poflible to be aftually realised, that they had fuc- 
ceeded in their attempts upon this country; car* 
you, my dear People, be fo ftupidly befotted as to 
believe, that thofe avowed enemies of God and 
man, who in all their purfuits are folely aflualect 
by the bafeft fuggeftionsof felfifhnefs, would go to 
the expence of fitting out fo great an armament* 
and expofe tbemfelves to almoft certain deftruc- 
tion, for the difiriterefled purpofe of procuring 
you wealth, and increafing your comforts of life ? 
Unlefs you are willing to be impofed upon, you 
cannot poffibly be deceived by thefe fpeciouspro- 
feffions. Experience has pierced through the cob- 
web-veil of their hypocritical declarations: — It* 
Holland, Brabant* Switzerland, Piedmont, Italy* 
Egypt, their footfteps can only be traced by. ravage 
and devaluation — whether it was in the tnfidious 
guife of pretended friendfhip, or in the avowed 
character of open boftility, that they got footing 
in thofe unfortunate countries, the conferences* 
have been exaflly the fame. Didikey dzvkk the. 
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fpoils of the rich among the poor? Far from it — the 
plunder of the opulent they inflantly fent to the 
Five Tyrants in Paris, and the only favor they con- 
ferred on the poor, was to violate their wives and 
daughters, to force them felves into their armies* 
there to place them in the foremoft ranks, and 
thereby expofe them to certain deftru&ion. Such 
has been their invariable conduft, and what elfe 
could be expefted from a people that make war in 
the charafter of highwaymen — who attack peace- 
able independent flates, without the lhadow of a 
pretext, and pillage them without mercy — and why? 
becaufe their fpoils invite the cupidity of rapine, and 
their weaknefs infures fuccefs to the enterprife ! 

Will you then, my dear People* fuffer yourfelves 
to be any longer impofed on, by looking to any ad^ 
vantage from French Fraternity? Will you fuffer 
yourfelves to be dazzled by the falfe glare of Zi- 
berty and Equality? Thefe, and.other high-found,- 
ing words, no longer retain their original fignifi- 
cation. French liberty, is unqueflionabLy the worji 
fpecies of flavery , and their equality means no more,. 
than reducing every individual to the fame level , by 
fnking the whole community into the fame fate of 
abjeft poverty and degradation . 

Some topics have been of late difcufled, folely, 
with a view to engage your pafiions, and conciliate 
your favor. Doftrines have been fet afloat, for the 
jurpofe of mifleading your reafojn, and perverting 

you* 
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your judgment, by men, who look up with hatred 
and envy to the opulent, and would deem them, 
felves blefled, if placed in their fituations — great 
indeed are the evils with which thofe fpeculations 
of levelling rank, and diftributing property are 
fraught, and it is not the leaft of them, that they 
tend to render you difeontented with your lot, 
prompt you to impious repinings againft Provi- 
dence, and fet loofe thofe paflions, which, uncon- 
troled, fcatter ruin and deflation on every fide, and 
threaten the total fubverfion of order in fociety. 

But if no human being can expeft an exemp- 
tion from fufferings of fome kind in this life, why 
may not the Almighty fuffer us to be affii&ed with 
poverty, as with any other evil ? And how in faQ* 
confidering the infinite diverfity in human charac- 
ter, is it poflible to be prevented ? It could only 
be by a conftant miracle. For let us fuppofe this* 
vifionary fpeculation of general equality , to be ac- 
tually realized, it is impoflible it could long fub- 
fift; for one man would be prudent and induftri- 
ous, ahd thereby add to his poffeffions another 
would be idle and improvident* and thereby diffi- 
pate his property, and hence mull inevitably enfue* 
that inequality of cir cum fiances, that relative po- 
verty and wealth, which are the very grievances 
now proclaimed infupportable. 

But, let me alk the Tradefman, who had toiled 
all the day to complete his work, in the hopes of 
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being paid for his labour in the evening, would he 
think it jujl, that an idler, who loitered while he 
laboured, (hould injift upon the half of his earn* 
iftgs, and upon no other plea, but becaufe he was~ 
poor and wanted it ? I would afk the Peafant, who 
worked during the feafon, in the cultivation of his 
farm, or potatoe-garden, who prepared hts grounds 
for the fowing of the feed, who watched it as it 
grew, who cut it down when ripe*; how he would 
endure that others, who had no (hare in his toil* 
(hould claim, notwitftanding a (hare in his labours* 
and demand that the produce (hould be equally 
diftributed among them P This, and fuch like pro- 
ceedings, would, no doubt, appear to you a great 
injuftice, when made your own cafe ; why then 
view it in a different light, if fuch apartner(hip 
were impofed upon the rich ? Does, what in your 
own cafe would appear the height of robbery and 
injuftice, in the cafe of others change its nature* 
and become equitable and juft ? No; the laws of 
juftice are eternal, and admit of no modification 
©r change. Thou Jhalt net, (ays the Sovereign 
Lord of All, not only not jlcal, but even net covet 
thy neighbour $ goods , hereby erefling a facred 
barrier to proteft the property of individuals, frona 
invafion and affault. 

Nor are you, my dear People, to imagine that 
the Almighty God permits forae to Sound) in 
affluence, whilft others, to the full as deferving^. 

languid* 
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languifh in diftrefs, without motive or defign ? 
No; this inequality in the diftribution of the 
goods of this life, enters into the great fcheme of 
divine Providence. Thus he fuffers poverty to 
overtake fome ; not that they have no fhare in bis 
regards, but that they may acquire a greater por- 
tion of them by refignation ; and thus He dif- 
penfes wealth to others, not that they merit more, 
but that they may profit more, by making proper 
ufe of his favors. The poor, by patience, are to 
fanflify their fouls; and the rich by confidering 
themfelves as ftewards, and applying their abun- 
dance for the relief of the wants of the poor, ac- 
cording to the intention of the Donor, will hear 
that joy-infpiring invitation, Well done good and 
faithful Jtryant % becauje thou haft been faithful— 
Come enter into the joy of thy Lord . 

That many among you, my dear People, are 
labouring under the hardihips of poverty and dif- 
trefs, 1 am well aware. In your fufferings I molt 
fincerely fympathize, and God knows with what 
pleafure I would, if in my power, lighten the load, 
and alleviate the preflure of your miferies. But 
how is this # to be accomplilhed ? Is it by flying in 
the face of your God — by provoking his ven- 
geance, by abominable oaths ? Is it by riling up 
againft the authority you are bound in confcience 
to refpeft and obey ? Is it by injuring theperfon, 
defirdying the property, or traducing the charac- 
ter 
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ter of your neighbour, that you can expeft relief? 
Surely not ; honeil induftry is the plain road to 
competency of circumftances ; it is by perfever- 
ing exertion, accompanied by a firm reliance 
on the bleflings of Providence, that this is to bo 
attained ; but the favour of Heaven is only to 
be gained by a faithful difeharge of moral and 
religious duties. Idlenefs, the parent of every 
mifehief, you are bound to fhun, and to apply the 
fruits of your labour to procure for your families 
the neceflaries, and if you can, the conveniences 
of life. 

You are at prefent, by public orders, excluded 
St certain hoars from Whifkey-Shops ; happy fol 
ydur fouls and bodies would it be, if your excltt* 
fion were perpetual from thefe receptacles of tu- 
mult, rioting and brawls, where the eye is offend* 
Cd by the difgufiing fpeftacle of wretches iffuing 
ftom them reeling with intoxication, and the ea# 
is alfo affailed by the blafpheinies and impreca* 
tions they are continually Vomiting forth. 

A new order of things is talked of, as likely to 
be eflablifhed in this kingdom ; fhould that event 
take place, which for the reftdratidn of peace and 
good order to this diflra&ed country, and allay* 
ing the religious feuds and animofities, which fo 
fiiamefully difgrace its inhabitants, is moil ear* 
ncftly to be wifhed for : to meliorate the condi* 
lion of the lower cUfles h one of its profeffed 
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0bfe£ls; to render their fituation as comfortable 
as that of the peafantry of the filler-kingdom; to 
provide them with wholefome food, fuitable cloth- 
ing, and convenient dwellings, by affording em- 
ployment to the poor, in the eftabliflunent of 
«panufa&orie$,and opening new channels of trade, 
are the happy confequences promifed to refult 
from the propofed arrangement. But it is only 
by orderly demeanor, good moral conduft, that 
you can expeft to attraft the regards, or intereft 
the humanity of the legiflature in your behalf. 
After all, my dear People, whatever your con* 
dition may be here below, unlefs you have entire, 
ly forgotten the gofpel truths, you muft know, 
that it is not on earth that you are to look for hap. 
pinefs — here it is not to be found ; for fuch are 
the viciffitudes of human life, that where the good 
things of this world exift in the mod lavifh pro- 
fufion this day, they may vanifh, without a ve/iige 
left behind, on the morrow, and though poffefTed 
ever fo long, they muft be at laft parted with in 
death. Can the treafures of this world exempt 
thepofTefTor from bodily pain or mental difquiet ? 
But, fuppofing this exemption from ficknefs, trou- 
ble, and difappointments, and that riches were fu* 
peradded to every oiher blefling, could man, even 
in thefe circumftances, be pronounced happy ? 
Alas! no; for it is the experience of mankind, 
that riches, like all things elfe, pall upon enjoy. 

ment; 
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tnent; their power of fafcination depends upon- 
their novelty, and when (tripped of that charm, 
they ceafe to confer happinefs. Solomon, the 
wifefl of men, has left us on record a memorable 
example, of the inefficiency of all earthly enjoy- 
ments for happinefs ; he, whofe pofleflions were 
unbounded, and his power without control, and 
placed at the fummit of human felicity, was, not- 
withflanding, reduced to acknowledge, that it zvas 
all vanity and vexation of fpirit. 

It is not then in created obje&s that true happi- 
nefs is to be found ; it is to be looked for from 
fome other fource ; it is, in fine, to be traced to a 
conformity to the law of God, and a faithful dif- 
charge of all the duties of our refpeftive Rates in 
life: — This is the true fource of worldly peace— 
the only fohd pledge for eternal happinefs; nor is 
it like earthly bleffings confined to a few, but open 
and acceffible to all mankind : diflinftions and 
riches are only the tranfient portion of fome; but 
the treafures of Religion are the permanent inhe- 
ritance and the undefcribable delights of heaven, 
deflined for the enjoyment of alh 

Were, my dear People, your views bounded by 
this life; did not your hopes ftretch beyond the 
grave, wretched indeed would your condition be : 
but bleffed be God, the great myflery we now fo- 
lemnize, opens to our view feenes of extatic joy 
in that Rate which the word of Truth holds forth 
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t6 tbe prefent weaknefs of human underftanding/ 
under all the emblems of magnificence and de- 
light. Jefus Chrift rifen from the dead, is a cer«» 
tain pledge of our refurreftion ; and if now we 
follow him in the paths of fufferings, we (hall afliir- 
edly participate in the glory of his refurre&ion. 

Yes, my dear People, thefe corruptible bodies 
worn down by poverty and difeafe, lhaJl put on 
incorruption, and our mortal bodies fhall put cm 
immortality, and ihall rife glorious, like unto the 
glorified body of Jefus Chrifl : under this fweet 
convifiion, can you refufe not only patiently, but 
joyfully to fubmit to whatever affiiQions kind 
Providence may be pleafed to v^it you with ? 

But if 9 inftead of imitating the patience and 
refignation of Jefus Chrift, you murmur and com- 
plain ; if your thoughts be wholly engrofled by 
the defire of earthly comforts, which He, for your 
fokes, did defpife and forego ; if to better your 
condition, you be willing to adopt every means 
however hoftrle to the peace of the country, or 
injurious to your neighbour; if inftead of liften- 
ing to the voice of thofe paftors, whom the Al- 
mighty has appointed to guide you in the ways 
of falvation, you attend to the pernicious fuggef- 
tions of thofe unfortunate men, who having ex- 
tinguifhed every principle of piety and virtue in 
themfelves, labour to reduce you to the fame 
cheerlefs ftate of mental darknefs, and to rob you 
B of 
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of the confutations of Religion, the only true 
counterpoife to the ills of life ; in that cafe, you 
mull alone abide the dreadful confequence : you 
will fuffer, and will fuflfer like the damned in hell, 
without merit — you will fooner or later fall vie* 
tims to the vengeance of the infulted laws r and at 
the great Day of the general RefurreQion, you 
(hall arife, it is true, and arife immortal; but 
alas! to be hurled into the abyfs of never-ending 
mifery and woe. 

1 intreat you then, my dear People, to ferioufly 
reflefl on thofe awful truths — to regulate your 
condu& by the precepts of the gofpel; — to have 
followed this falutary counfel, will, at the hour of 
death, afford you inexpreflible confutation. 

Attend then , to the grace of God our Saviour , 
which appeareth, fays the Apoftle, to all men , in - 
[rutting us all, in whatever ftate we be, that 
renouncing impiety and worldly defires , we Jhould 
live [overly, and jujlly , and pioujly in this world \ 
waiting for the bleffed hope , and coming of the glory 
of the great God , and our Saviour Jefus Chrifl • 
That the Lord may, in his infinite Mercy, grant 
you all, my dear beloved Brethren, that ineflima- 
ble grace, is the warmeft wilh and the moft fer- 
vent prayer of 

Your allured Friend, and 

Father in Christ, 

Cork, April 1 6 , 1799 . 

F. MOYLAM 
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